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South BerkeleySouth Berkeley  
Fire DepartmentFire Department  

This tree planting at the 
South Berkeley Fire Station 
took place on Earth Day 
(Saturday, April 22) and 
went off without a hitch! 

The fire department was 
fortunate to be assisted in 
this project from Chris 
Overton with Berkeley 
County Council. Chris has 
worked with other 
organizations on 
CommuniTree projects in 
Berkeley County such as 
the Eastern Panhandle 
Transit Authority in spring 
2015 and fall 2015. 

In addition to Chris, they 
also received technical 
assistance from Daniele 
Watson (WV Conservation 
Agency) and Tanner Haid 
(Cacapon Institute), as well 
as planting day assistance 
from Herb Peddicord (WV 
Division of Forestry). 

The Project Leader, Tom 

Presley, contacted members 
of the local Boy Scout troop, 
Pack 91, to assist on planting 
day. The scouts showed up in 
full force with 12 boy scouts 
and all of their parents to 
assist with planting the trees. 

Additional volunteer support 
for this project was provided 
by members of the fire station 
and their families. 

Even though it was rainy and 
muddy on planting day, that 
didn’t stop the volunteers 
from having a great time. 

Tom and the other volunteer 
fire fighters will use the fire 
station equipment to water 
the trees during the summer. 
They also plan on working 
with the Berkeley County Solid 
Waste Authority to put new 
mulch on the trees each year. 

The Martinsburg Journal ran a 
story about this planting, 
called “Planting for the 
Future”. 

As Scout Leader Scott Luketic 
says in the article, “They’re 
full of energy. It doesn’t 
matter to them—rain or 
shine...A few of these boys 
still have to earn what they 
call their ‘Conservation’ and 
‘Outdoor Activity’ merit 
badges. … So they will earn a 
couple of merit badges 
today.”  

Carla Hardy WV Project CommuniTree Planting at South Berkeley Fire Station 

A word from the Project Leader, Tom Presley: 

“It was great to be able to celebrate Earth Day with the Boy Scouts.  
While they were certainly helpful during the planting, it was nice to 
know that they were also developing valuable skills on a meaningful 
day.” 

16 Trees 16 Trees ——  38 Volunteers 38 Volunteers ——  100 Hours Volunteered 100 Hours Volunteered   

http://www.cacaponinstitute.org/projects%20webpage/CTree2015_Spring/Berkeley%20County%20Council%20-%20Eastern%20Panhandle%20Transit%20Authority.pdf
http://www.cacaponinstitute.org/projects%20webpage/CTree2015_Spring/Berkeley%20County%20Council%20-%20Eastern%20Panhandle%20Transit%20Authority.pdf
http://www.cacaponinstitute.org/projects%20webpage/CTree2015_Fall/CTree%20Fall%202015%20Project%20Page_Berkeley%20County%20Council%20-%20Eastern%20Panhandle%20Transit%20Authority.pdf
http://www.journal-news.net/news/local-news/2017/04/planting-for-the-future-south-berkeley-vfd-community-cub-scouts-plant-trees-on-earth-day/
http://www.journal-news.net/news/local-news/2017/04/planting-for-the-future-south-berkeley-vfd-community-cub-scouts-plant-trees-on-earth-day/
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